The Underground Railroad in Kennett Square and Wilmington: How Peaceloving Quakers Helped Win the Civil War
The Underground Railroad in Kennett Square, Pennsylvania and
Wilmington, Delaware was a conduit for thousands of slaves to escape and
gain their freedom. A Quaker group- the Longwood Progressive Friendswere active abolitionists; they believed that ending slavery would resolve
the chaos enveloping the nation. Some members of the group met with
Lincoln at the White House in June 1862 to persuade him on this issue; the
President later released the Emancipation Proclamation freeing slaves in areas controlled by Federal
troops. This ingenious move allowed blacks to fight and eventually bring victory for the Union in the
Civil War.
Lecture Outline:
 Slavery was the principal cause of America’s most calamitous event
 Quakers- the first organized group in the nation to speak out against slavery
 The Underground Railroad- pathway to freedom for thousands
 The Longwood Progressive Friends meet with President Lincoln
 The country lawyer comes up with an ingenious strategy
 The U.S. Colored Troops (USCT) help the Union win the Civil War
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