Hemingway, Cuba and the Gulf Stream
Ernest Hemingway (1899-1961) lived for just under 62 years, but
experienced more than most men could see in five lifetimes. He resided in
Cuba for over 20 years, longer than any other place. The island nation
fascinated and inspired him, helping the author to create some of his finest
works, including The Old Man and the Sea, for which he was awarded the
Pulitzer Prize and the Nobel Prize in literature. Visits to his beloved home,
the Finca Vigia, his favorite watering hole El Floridita, the quaint fishing
village of Cojimar and other sites enhance your understanding of this highly talented man who was one
of the most important authors of the 20th century.
Lecture Outline:

Humble beginnings in Oak Park

Foundation for his writing- his wounding on the battlefield in Italy

A life of adventure- Paris, Key West, Africa and Cuba

The allure of the island nation: Havana in the 1930s- 1950s

Hemingway’s first ‘home’ in Cuba: the Hotel Ambos Mundos

The Finca Vigia: his “Lookout Farm”

His favorite watering holes: El Floridita, La Bodeguita and Sloppy Joe’s

Cojimar and La Terraza

Hemingway’s cherished sanctuary: the Great Blue River

Inspiration from the ocean: The Old Man and the Sea and Islands in the Stream

A lifetime of achievement: the Pulitzer Prize and the Nobel Prize in literature
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